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BEFORE THE STATE PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL AUTHORITY

STATE OF NEVADA

In Re:

Nevada Connections Academy Notice of
Closure or Possible Board Reconstitution

SUPPLEMENT TO NEVADA CONNECTIONS ACADEMY'S
MOTION FOR RECUSAL AND/OR DISQUALIFICATION

Nevada Connections Academy ("NCA"), by and through their undersigned counsel,

Davis Graham & Stubbs LLP, hereby supplements its Motion for Recusal and/or

Disqualification of State Public Charter School Authority ("SPCSA" or "Authority") member

Jason Guinasso from the closure and reconstitution hearing regarding NCA with the following

documents:

1. Declaration of Heather Engelhardt: submitted as evidence that the Authority has

predetermined it will close NCA prior to hearing and considering all relevant

information and evidence;

2. Declaration of Sherrie Miles-Syverson: submitted as evidence that submitted as

evidence that the Authority has predetermined it will close NCA prior to hearing

and considering all relevant information and evidence;

3. Declaration of Brian Rosta: submitted as evidence that certain Authority board

members may have communicated with Director Gavin, according to Director

Gavin's statement, that the school will be closed or reconstituted because the

4292064.2
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school refused tc waive its rights tc judicial reviev~ under the proposed contract

supported by Director Gavin and Member Guinasso.

Respectfully submitted this 9t" day of May, 2017.

DAMS GRAHAM & STUBBS LLP

~ ~`

ura . Granier (NSB 7357)
Erica K. Nannini (NSB 13922)
SU W. Liberty Street, Suite 950
Reno, Nevada 89501
(775) 229-4219 (Telephone)
(775) 403-2187 (Fax)

Attorneys. for Nevada Connections Academy
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BEFORE THE STATE PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL AUTHORITY

STATE OF NEVADA

In Re:

Nevada Connections Academy Notice of
Closure or Possible Board Reconstitution

DECLARATION OF HEATHER ENGELHARDT
IN SUPPORT OF MOTION FOR RECUSAL AND/OR DISQUALIFICATION

4272100.9



DECLARATION OF HEATI~ER ENGELHARDT

Heather Engelhardt, is over the age, and cainpetent to testify to the matters herein.

1. I am a K-8 Principal with Nevada Connections Academy ("NCA"). I make this

declaration in support of NCA's motion for recusal.

2. On April 28 2Q17, I spoke with Jeff Anthony over the phone, who is the parent of

two children currently enrolled with NCA. Jeff Anthony told me that he had called the State

Department of Education on or around March 15, 2017 to relay a complaint regarding the venue

for NCA's testing. Jeff Anthony explained to me that during this phone conversation he was told

not to worry, that Yus complaint was heard, but that it does not really matter because NGA is

going to be closed down anyway.

3. Jeff Anthony relayed this information to me within a month after his phone

conversation with the Department of Education, and I have no reason to suspect that Jeff

Anthony's recollection of the contents of the phone conversation were fabricated or unclear.

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Nevada that the

foregoing is true and corrected and was executed this 9th day of May 9, 2017, in Laughlin,

Nevada.

~G~',~ 

i

Heather Engelhardt
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BEFORE THE STATE PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL AUTHORITY

STATE OF NEVADA

In Re:

Nevada Connections Academy Notice of
Closure or Possible Board Reconstitution

DECLARATION OF SHERRIE MILES-SYVERSON
IN SUPPORT OF MOTION FOR RECUSAL AND/OR DISQUALIFICATION

4272100.9



DECLARATION OF SHERRIE MILES-SYVERSON

Sherrie Miles-Syverson, over the age, and competent to testify to the matters herein.

I am an 8th grade math teacher with Nevada Connections Academy ("NCA"). I

make this declaration in support of NCA's motion for recusal.

2. On Apri120, 2017, I spoke with Jeff Anthony over the phone, who is the

guardian/parent of two children currently enrolled with NCA. I called to discuss his daughter's

lack of work submission at NCA. During our conversation, Mr. Anthony mentioned that I

should consider looking for another job. I asked to what he was referring and he stated that NCA

will no longer be a school next year. Mr. Anthony told me that he had called the State Public

Charter School Authority ("SPCSA" or "Authority") after state testing on March 16 and March

17 to relay a complaint regarding the venue for NCA's testing. He said the president of the

Charter Authority, SPCSA Director Patrick Gavin, called him back, and the two spoke over the

phone. I asked if he meant the director, as Director Gavin was not the president of the Charter

Authority, to which he replied that, yes, he meant Director Gavin. Mr. Anthony further

explained to me that, during his phone conversation with Director Gavin, Director Gavin stated

the following:

• Although NCA believes that they are staying open, Director Gavin says different.

The Authority is just not telling NCA what they plan to do or when they plan to

shut the school down.

• NCA is "so bad" it would be closing before the beginning of the 2017-2018

school year and that this family should look for better school options for next

year.
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con~~ers:~tia1~ wi[)~ Dircct~~r Gavin lead t~~ken place, and Ihay-e n<~ rc~ison to suspect t}7at I~~ir.

~'lnthon}~'s reco(l~ctiot~ o1~tf~~ contents of the phony conversation were fahi~icated car unclear.

1 d~clarc ender pena[t}~ ~~['perjur~~ under lf~e la~~ti of the State of Ne~~ada that tE~c

fc~re~~oin~ is t~z~c a►id cor►~cctcc~ and ~vati e~ccuted phis 9th day of May, ?017, in Las Vegas,

Ne~~sda.

SH~,RRIE; MILES-S 'VE~RSO~
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BEFORE THE STATE PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL AUTHORITY

STATE OF NEVADA

In Re:

Nevada Connections Academy Notice of
Closure or Possible Board Reconstitution

DECLARATION OF BRIAN ROSTA
IN SUPPORT OF MOTION FOR RECUSAL AND/OR DISQUALIFICATION

4290283.27



DECLARATION O~ BRIAN R(JSTA

I:3~~ain IZa~ta, over the age, a~7cl ec~n~p~tent to testify to the rraatters herein.

1. 1 aim th,~ Senior Director of schools, Parfner ~chodl Le~i~iersk~ip .l.cai~~, «i li

Ct~nnectioi~s Ac~iciet7i~'. "I'he sclic~c~ls I serve izlcltz~i~ ~~ev~itla Coila~~ctit~i7s l~caclemy ("I~'~L:A"). I

ivak~ this declaratic~ii in suppflrt~~NCA's in~tioi~ f~~ r~~~sal.

2, C)n DecerT~l~er l6, ̀ 016, I Spt~~e ~vi#li State 1'iiblic Charter ~cl~c~t~l tlut}~ority

('`~I'(:St1."j I)iz•ector Petrick C~~~vir~ in person a# tie i7ec:cmt~er 2016 N~~va~3a State Public C'liai-ier

School r~uthoT~ity ~lieeti~~g. I pu~-paseliilly 4~rri~~d nt then~eetir~~ ra~~m ~~uly tc~ reiiitrociuce

myself to the lueinbe,rs of the ~1ut~~c7rit}` and i~~Ir. C~avi~ . ]~uriz~g our coilv~~`s~iti~ia, ~ told Di~'e;ctor

G~~v n t}~~it I t~n~i~:r'stan l lte tiv~~s in a tough ~~c~sition re~~rdi~lg (CA's closure. `I~r~ dais, L?i~'ector

Cia1~i~1 r~f~er~~ed to the tart t1~at ~IC'%1's l~o~~rc3 ref~us~cl t~ si~ri the ct~ntra~t tl~~~t tl~e SI'CSf~ I~aci

~t~(~r4c~l t1l~raa, 4ir~cl t11~n stated t17e follc~~~~ii7~: ̀ :ultill~ately the cllui es made b~~ tl~i> sc-ilor~l'~ bv~ira

~3rt~ ~~c~in~* tc~ dc~ani the sch~~ol." ~i~~secl ors the order o ~stateme.~its, it way clear that ~l~e "ch~~ices„

lu ~vhicl~ L)ir~u4ki~i' ~~~~ti~l ref~rt'ed ~ itl~Li• i~lcltrt~cd or exclusively referred to NC.'A's tailul-e tt~ sign

tale ~;Ol~tl~~lct.

3. I t~c;la~'cd if~i5 curi~~ei-sation to NC~1 Sc1~oUl Leader Steve ~V~rle. l~ 1~7i17utes a~~tcr trey

r.c~~~v~:r5atic~n ~~rith )ir~c:to~' Gavin haci taken place, ~~Tliil~ Dic~cto~~ Gavii~'s statei~iei~t ~~as fi'esll iii

ziiy mind.

I c~~clare under ~~;nalty pfp~rju~•~= unc~er~ fhe la~~us of the State o~'N~:~,~a~~ khat t~~

f-Qr~~oing is true azld ~orr~~tec~ ~nci was exec~ited ibis $th c~a}J of ~Iay, 201.'7, in Springy; Hill,

Tenness~c;.

~3RIAN ROSTA
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Pursuant to N.R.C.P. 5(b), I certify that I am an employee of Davis Graham &Stubbs

LLP and not a party to, nor interested in, the within action; that on May 9, 2017, a true and

correct copy of the foregoing document was served as listed below:

Gregory D. Ott, Esq.
Deputy Attorney General
100 N. Carson Street
Larson City, NV 89701

Robert A. Whitney, Esq.
Deputy Attorney General
100 N. Carson Street
Carson City, NV 89701

Attorneys for State Public Charter School Authority

Jason D. Guinasso, Esq.
Reese Kintz Guinasso
190 West Huffaker, Suite 402
Reno, NV 89511

VIA EMAIL

VIA EMAIL

VIA HAND DELIVERY

Je tte Spay cs
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